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REMARKS 

Upon entry of this Amendment, claims i-22 are pending, of which claim 1 is independent. 
Of die pendin claims, none re euro nth amended. Thus, no new matter has been added. 



Rejections Under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) 

Claims 1-9 & 13-22 

Claims 1-9 and 13-22 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Smith etal. (EP 0 190 630, hereinafter "Smith") in view of Krailmann el al. (CA 2,292,983, 
hereinafter "Krailmann"). This rejection is respectfully traversed. 

Independent claim 1 recites, inter alia, an antimicrobial plastics foodstuff casing wherein, the 
antimicrobial constituent is applied to the inner surface, or to the inner and outer surfaces of the 
casing. Applicant submits that neither Smith m>r krailmann discloses at least the aforementioned 
feature of independent claim 1. 

Smith nowhere teaches a polymer-based plastics foodstuff casing, nor does it teach an 
antimicrobial polymer-based plastics foodstuff casing wherein the antimicrobial constituent is 
applied to the inner surface, or to the inner and outer surfaces of the casing. N either do the other 
references cited suggest applying the antimicrobial constituent to the inner surface, or to the inner 
and outer surfaces of the casing. Therefore, withdrawal of the rejection is respectfully requested. 

Smith does rot ic ch poi txt 0 i miili ^ p ooit 1 chirk 1 TK it d casings 

of Smith are based on cellulose (or starch), and do not suggest a "polymer-based plastics foodstuff 
casing" as claimed in the present claims. None of the references suggest c >mplefeiy modifying the 
teachings of Smith to produce a polymer- based plastic casing as claimed. Neither docs the bath 
immersion of Smith, performed after prepararion of the casing, into a continuous tube, teach 

g,.| ! i i n iai consinu Iv miv t ice it i I i s f da 

casing, 1 



Mi 'U I d 1 is ! i t s i ^ ] ^ o-hxihurp 

pi r ulc i i a i v l > >. I l i s ' 

inner and ou < _ J i- a. ,\ « cb with a matrix [Tjhc. > i it J 1 o j .ro live bath 

a reckvjrh 15i I ppni of propyl paraben."). 
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Krallmann relates to multilayered casings having a polyamide-based layer both on the inside 
and on die outside of the casings."' One having ordinary skill ;n the art would not combine this 
reference, \u b - , n ( d to ; oh i , citing, v lib tlx c> t v ^ of ^ j No; onU arc the 
nu hod 1 p ii 1 > i v i • r> > 1 ^ si J p >p t s < t 1 1 nit u ci> lit 
also different. 

Regardless, even if combined, Krallman does not ■a i] ' i tt intirnciobial 
consriti i > l i! 1 Li ! v. i i 1 >. is. i i s ,i ^ ot t wMii" i t. med. Thus, 

Applicants submit that Krallmann does not add anything thnt w ould remedy rbe aforementioned 
deficiency in Smith, and reconsideration and withdrawal of the rejection are respectfully requested. 
Neither Smith nor Krallman n alone or in combination, suggv -t ,rppi\ ine. tK antimicrobial 
constituent to the inner suffice, or to the inner ajad outer surfaces of the casing, as claimed. 

Thus, the subject matter of claim 1 is not rendered unpatentable by Smith, Krallmann, or the 
combination thereof. Claims 2-9 and 13-22 depend from independent claim 1 . Accordingly, 
Applicant respectfully requests favorable reconsideration and withdrawal of the rejection of claims 
1-9 and 13-22 under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Smith in view of Krallmann. 

Claims 10-12 

Claims 10-12 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Smith etal. 
in view of Krallmann and further in view of Quinones etal. (U.S. Patent No. 6,183,826, hereinafter 
"Quinones"), This rejection is respectfully traversed. 

Claims 10-12 depend, ultimately, from independent claim J. Independent claim 1 recites, 
inter alia, an antimicrobial plastics foodstuff casing comprising propanediol. 

Applicant submits that neither Smith nor Krallmann nor Quinones discloses at least the 
aforementioned feature of Independent claim 1. In particular, tt is submitted that the primary 
citation to Smith does not disclose the claimed casing. Accordingly, and without conceding the 
propriety of the asserted combination, the asserted combination of Smith, Krallmann, and Quinones 
is li < ist 1 m even ii \ I towiedgc ne of ordin I il i 



2 Krallmann, at Abstract ("The tabular film laminate of the invention comprising \sic] an outside film and an inside film, 
both v * lude-based, and at least one water barrier kyer interposed therebetween,"). 
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Quinones, as with Smith, does not teach polymer-based plastic casings as presently claimed. 
The food casings of Quinones are based on cellulose, and do nut suggest :•■ "polymer-based plastics 
foodstuff casing" as claimed in the present claims,"' 

Neither Smith nor Krailrnann nor Quinones, either alone or in combinatif >n, suggests an 
•<t ' > il ] i . I in ] s s oodstuff casing vvherein the antirmcn >l >ial constituent is 
applied to the inner surface, or to the inner -and outer surfaces of the casing. Thus, Smith, 
Krailrnann, Quinones, and any combination thereof cannot reasonably be interpreted as disclosing 
the aforementioned feature of independent claim 1. 

Consequently, the subject matter of claim 1 is not rendered unpatentable by Smith, 
Krailrnann, Quinones, or am combination thereof. Claims MM 2 depend from independent claim 1. 
Accordingly, Applicant respectfully requests favorable reconsideration and withdrawal of die 
rejection of claims 10-12 under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Smith in view of 
Krailrnann and further in view of Quinones. 



Conclusion 

In view of the remarks above, Applicant respectfully submits that the stated grounds for 
rejection have been properh addressed and that ail of die claims are patentable, and so request 
favorable action thereon. The Examiner is invited to contact the undersigned if any addiri< ma! 
information is required. 

The Director is hereby authorized to charge any deficiency in the tees hied, asserted to be 
filed or which should have been filed herewith (or with any paper hereafter filed in dais application 
by this firm) to our Deposit Account No. 50-4254, under Attorney Docket No. 2901886-000022 



Ks i i ■> s ] l v i t i, llJ't 
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DATED: April 22, 2010 

555 Eleventh Street, N.W. 
Sixth Floor 

Washington, DC 20004 

Telephone: 202-508-3400 
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Respectfully submitted. 

Baker, Donelson, Bearman, 
Caldwell & Berkowitz, P.C. 

/C.G. Moore/' 

Chester G. Moore, Ph.D. 
Reg. No. 53,345 
Telephone: 985-81 9-8420 

Susan E. Shaw McBee 
Registration No. 39,294 
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